I KEEP FAIR COMPANY

Now goats are fearless and curious and like to
inspect anything which they find unusual, in
the hope T suppose, of its proving fit to be eaten
or containing some food: moreover, a wise
goatherd will let them go much as they please,
for if he allows them some licence, they will
generally do his bidding without any fuss, I,
therefore, hoped very hard that the way they
were going would tie them close to the car,
for if once they espied its coachwork, I was sure
they would not be content to pass it by. Since
they were approaching from behind me, any
such movement would be likely to screen me
from Grieg and so would give me a chance of
taking the cover of which my need was so sore.
So it fell out.
The smell grew stronger, and the sound of
their coming more loud. Then a goat walked
stiffly past me and another stopped to pluck
at the edge of my cuff. An instant later the
flock was thrusting like a wedge between me
and the car.
In a flash I was up and was dartmg between
the trees. . . .
I swung myself round a chestnut, to see
Rowley running, beat double, for a bramble-
bush on his right.
As he took up his new positioe, I swung
myself, on to a branch and so to a fork which
made a natural embrasure commanding the car.
The first thing I saw was the goatherd* who
was staring open-mouthed upon a tussock of
grass. After a little he addressed it tlwigl* I
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